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NATURAL DISASTERS — KIMBERLEY, PILBARA, GOLDFIELDS AND MID WEST 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 
MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Emergency Services) [2.24 pm]: I take this opportunity to 
advise members about the latest hardships being faced by the resilient communities in the north and east of our 
state. Floods, cyclones and severe thunderstorms have battered the Kimberley, Pilbara, Goldfields and Mid West 
regions since late last year. First was the flooding in Carnarvon, followed by severe thunderstorms and tropical 
cyclone Carlos, which brought associated flooding, and now more flooding in the Kimberley.  

The Bureau of Meteorology’s prediction of a busy wet season due to the current La Nina weather pattern has 
certainly proven to be correct. These events have left people homeless, caused extensive damage to roads, 
isolated communities, destroyed crops, killed livestock and forced industries to shut down. We barely had a 
chance to catch our breath when the next emergency occurred. Heavy rainfall in the Fitzroy and Ord River 
catchment areas has caused extensive road and bridge closures, and a number of communities and towns are now 
isolated by floodwaters. 

Great Northern Highway is closed west of Fitzroy Crossing and north of Bow River. The towns of Fitzroy 
Crossing and Halls Creek, as well as a number of remote Indigenous communities, are isolated. On Sunday the 
town of Warmun in the east Kimberley was impacted by significant floodwaters when up to 400 millimetres of 
rainfall caused major structural damage. The relocation of up to 300 community members from Warmun to 
Kununurra is now underway. All structures in Warmun have been impacted by floodwaters and will require a 
major recovery effort. This includes the Warmun Art Centre, which has been closed, and it is estimated a 
significant part of the current art collection has been lost to the floods. 

In addition, Halls Creek is expected to be isolated for the next five to seven days. Balgo Hills has only one day’s 
supply of bottled water for a population of approximately 400 people, and re-supply of essential commodities 
has begun. Ringer Soak, which is located 170 kilometres south east of Halls Creek and has a population of 
approximately 160 people, has had its water supply contaminated, and this has required an air drop of bottled 
water. The Ngallagunda community on the Gibb River Road also received significant rainfall last week, 
prompting the evacuation of 16 community members.  

The high level of planning and interagency cooperation has helped ensure that the safety of the community is 
paramount during these recent events. FESA has worked closely with a large multi-agency operational taskforce, 
including state government departments, local governments and utility providers, to get these communities back 
on their feet. The Bureau of Meteorology has predicted further rainfall over the next 24 hours and I cannot yet 
say when the downpour will stop. 

Despite these challenging circumstances, I know that our communities and the state are in good hands with the 
support of FESA and our dedicated emergency services personnel, who respond quickly to major incidents 
wherever they occur in the state. They have been working around the clock for months now and have already 
helped thousands of people through recent flooding events. I ask everyone in our community to take the time to 
thank those volunteers who give up their time to support those in need and to help them recover and rebuild after 
an emergency. I acknowledge also their families and employers who support them and give them the time off to 
help. 

On behalf of the Liberal–National government, I thank the state government departments, local governments, 
utility providers and our emergency services personnel and volunteers who are doing everything they can to keep 
the people of Western Australia safe and help them cope in these trying times. 
 


